
CIF SAC-JOAQUIN SECTION 

To: CIF SAC-JOAQUIN SECTION PRINCIPALS / ATHLETIC DIRECTORS 

From: MICHAEL S. GARRISON, COMMISSIONER OF ATHLETICS 

Date: JULY 20, 2020 

Re: CIF SAC-JOAQUIN SECTION UPDATE – 2020-21 INTERSCHOLASTIC ATHLETICS 

First, let me say that I sincerely hope this correspondence finds you and your families well as we progress 
through these unprecedented times! 

I know our schools have been anxiously awaiting CIF’s announcement as to how we will progress through high 
school sports during the 2020-21 school year: so, here is the update: 

1. 2020-21 Sports Calendar 
Over the last couple months, we have been exploring, developing, and reviewing a variety of different 
scenarios to deliver fall, winter, and spring sports - this has been done both state and section wide. Because 
of the complexities and fluidity of the COVID pandemic situation, it has required our organization to take a 
slow and methodical approach with consistent re-evaluation of plans. Outlined below, you will see the results 
of those efforts with a brief explanation / clarification regarding the decisions that have been made. I would 
like to publicly acknowledge and thank CIF Executive Director Ron Nocetti, CIF Associate Executive Director 
Brian Seymour, Section Commissioners Jerry Schniepp/Joe Heinz, Rob Wigod, Vicki Lagos, Jim 
Crichlow/Ryan Tos, Duane Morgan/Dave Grissom, Pat Cruickshank, Franky Navarro, Don Collins, Liz Kyle 
and the Sac-Joaquin Section staff for their leadership, courage, professionalism and dedication throughout 
this entire process – they all have been relentless and unwavering in their quest to develop potential 
opportunities, during these unprecedented times, for the student athletes of California. 

 

A. Two Seasons (Fall & Spring or Season 1 & Season 2)     
It has been determined that the most effective way to deliver Fall, Winter and Spring for the 2020-21 
school year is to condense the three (3) seasons of sport into two (2) seasons of sport. This allows for a 
longer season (attempting to get them as close to normal as possible), eliminating any type of truncated 
season, and helps with the spacing between particular sports & the overlap of certain sports between 
seasons.     

 

B. Length of Regular Season 
In looking at each sports season, the section attempted to keep the length of the regular season as close 
to normal as possible; our sports seasons run anywhere from 10 weeks to 15 weeks. We felt it important 
in developing the length of seasons that the priority should lie within the regular season; meaning that if 
the totality of the season was shorter than normal, we elected to shave off weeks from the playoffs as 
opposed to the regular season (example: Football season is a week shorter than normal, because of this, 
the section kept the normal 11 weeks to play 10 and eliminated a week from the playoffs). That being 
said, there are a few instances in which a sport lost a week of the regular season, but it’s important to 
note that the official number of contacts remains the same (Bylaw 1206.D). For these reasons you will 
see different start dates for sports that may have traditionally started at the same time as other sports 
within their season. 

 

C. Dead Periods/Limited Periods/ Out-of-Season Periods 
We have eliminated the preseason dead period for ALL sports. For “fall” sports, this means you will be in 
summer rules until you can officially begin practice. For “spring” sports, effective December 7, you will be 
in limited or out-of-season period until the official start date of practice. There is no end-of-season dead 
period for “spring sports”, as they will already be ending their season during the summer of 2021.  
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D. Section Playoffs/Championships 
The 2020-21 sports calendar includes full Section playoff/championship experiences for all sports. That 
being said, we do anticipate that some of our playoffs will have some minor changes - as explained 
previously, we do know that the SJS football postseason is reduced by one week. As a result, we will be 
moving from 12-team brackets to eight-team brackets and, most likely, more divisions. We have 
attempted to maintain our current number of teams who qualify for playoffs and plan to make adjustments 
as necessary - more information to come later at future meetings.   

 

E. D7 Soccer Moves to “Fall”   
The school members of the SMAL, CVCL & NPAC (D7) opted to play soccer during the fall (boys) and 
spring (girls) when the section made the conversion over to winter soccer three years ago in order to 
optimize opportunities for their student athletes. The 2020-21 sports calendar has D7 soccer (both boys 
and girls) playing soccer in the “fall” season.  

 

2. CIF Bylaws 600-605 Suspended for the 2020-21 School Year 
CIF Executive Director Ron Nocetti has made the decision to enact CIF Bylaw 1108.A, which states, “In 
emergency situations, the State CIF President or Executive Director or his/her authorized designee may act 
for the Federated Council in the best interests of the organization. This action will be reviewed by the 
Executive Committee.” Therefore, a decision has been made that CIF Bylaws 600-605 will be suspended for 
the 2020-21 school year. This means student-athletes will be allowed (by CIF bylaws only) to compete with 
outside teams at the same time as their high school teams. The rationale behind this decision, which did not 
come lightly, was that it would not be a realistic expectation, with the major adjustments and changes of our 
sports seasons, that we would still prohibit students from participating in contests for outside teams during 
the high school season of sport. 

 

3. Summertime Rules Extended 
Once we had to cancel the remainder of our spring sports season (2019-20) in March/April, the decision was 
made to have our schools go immediately into summertime rules, meaning your athletic programs are under 
the authority of the high school principal/school district and/or league. It has been decided that summertime 
rules will be extended from when the school year begins August/September through December 7, 2020 (the 
beginning of “fall” sports). All football activities must meet the provisions of the Sac-Joaquin Section Bylaws 
2003.2, 2003.2 and 2003.3 (Be aware all football contact is prohibited as per California Education Code 
35179.5). As schools open and students return, provided California Department of Public Health (CDPH) 
and your local county health authorities deem it safe to do so, schools may begin their pre-season 
preparations as they see fit. 

 

4. Approval Process 
CIF Sac-Joaquin Section Constitution, Article 4, Section 1.4.g states the following, “In emergency situations, 
the Sac-Joaquin Section President or Commissioner with the approval of the Executive Committee may act 
for the Sac-Joaquin Section Board of Managers when necessary. Any actions taken by the Executive 
Committee will be subject to review by the Sac-Joaquin Section Board of Managers at their next meeting. 
Between meetings of the Sac-Joaquin Section Board of Managers, the Executive Committee shall be 
empowered to act for the Sac-Joaquin Section Board of Managers when necessary. Any actions taken by 
the Executive Committee will be subject to review by the Sac-Joaquin Section Board of Managers at their 
next meeting. Emergency situations include, but not be limited to, those involving disasters, fires, 
earthquakes, floods, or situations of extraordinary significance affecting member schools and their athletes.” 
The Executive Committee conducted an Emergency meeting on Friday, July 17, 2020; after reviewing staff’s 
recommendations of the revised 2020-21 sports calendar, playoff adjustments and accompanying bylaw 
adjustments (those contained within this letter), they voted unanimously to approve those recommendations. 

 

We understand that these adjustments are not perfect, but for us as an organization, during this time of 
uncertainty, to deliver fall, winter and spring sports for the 2020-21 school year it will require vision, flexibility, 
cooperation, teamwork and an unwavering commitment from all involved to answer this call to leadership. 
Extraordinary times call for extraordinary measures, which we are accomplishing for the purposes of 
providing our young men and women with athletic opportunities during the 2020-21 school year. It is my 
sincere hope and expectation that we all are ready to embrace the challenges that lie ahead as we embark 
on this journey together.      
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